SKILLED TRADES
Positions in the Forest Products Industry

HEAVY DUTY MECHANIC
construction equipment mechanic, heavy equipment mechanic, heavy mobile logging equipment mechanic, heavy-duty equipment mechanic
apprentice, heavy-duty equipment technician, journeyman/woman heavy-duty equipment mechanic, mechanic, heavy equipment, tractor
mechanic

Heavy-duty equipment mechanics repair and maintain big machines and heavy-duty equipment. Your day-to-day duties would include
adjusting, repairing and replacing worn and damaged mechanical, hydraulic and electrical parts on tractors, steam shovels, trucks and
other heavy equipment.
You need the skills to diagnose electrical, mechanical and hydraulic troubles. Working as a heavy-duty mechanic means taking
equipment apart and reassembling equipment like engines, transmissions, and fuel and exhaust systems. Heavy-duty mechanics rely
on hand and power tools and specialized equipment.
As a heavy-duty mechanic, you may specialize in specific types of machinery like tracked vehicles, fuel injection systems, power shift
transmissions, hydraulics or electronics. A day in the life of a heavy-duty mechanic might include repairing a massive logging truck in
tome for a driver to deliver his load.

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES
Heavy-duty equipment mechanics perform some or all of these tasks:
•

Checking logging equipment for proper performance and inspecting
equipment

•

Testing repaired equipment

•

Using computerized equipment to scope out repairs

•

Adjusting equipment to maintain parts and systems

•

Performing routine maintenance work on equipment

EDUCATION AND TRAINING
You should earn a high-school diploma before applying to become a heavyduty mechanic. Then you will need to complete a three- to five-year apprenticeship
program or a combination of work experience in the trade and some high school,
college or industry courses over five years. Heavy-duty equipment technician trade
certification is compulsory in Quebec and Alberta and available, but voluntary, in all
other provinces and the territories. An interprovincial Red Seal program allows
qualified electricians to practice their trade in other provinces without having to
write extra exams.
Apprenticeship grants: Apprentices can receive up to $4,000 in grants to pay
tuition, travel, tools, or other expenses. If you are considering an apprenticeship,
visit Red Seal for information on how to get started.

Here is a complete list of Canadian Universities and Colleges:
thegreenestworkforce.ca/education

THIS JOB IS RIGHT FOR YOU IF:
•

You want to live an oversized life in one of Canada’s beautiful forest
communities

•

A sense of community is important to you

•

You like variety and learning new things

•

You want to make a difference working in a green job

•

You like to see what makes things work

•

You like to solve problems

•

You want to work in work clothes, not a suit

•

You don’t mind a little grease on your hands

FIND OUT MORE AT THEGREENESTWORKFORCE.CA

Notice
The requirements listed are generally required qualifications for this Career Type.
The qualifications may vary based on the employer and/or the geographic location
of that job.

DARE TO COMPARE
See how much time and money you would save by moving to a forest
community.
thegreenestworkforce.ca/compare

If you want good pay, opportunities to learn on the job,
a great lifestyle and the chance to work in Canada’s
Greenest Workforce, then the forest products industry
is right for you.
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